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Numata City lies an inland within the highlands of Japan, and where

the winters are cold. The heart of the city sits upon a river terrace
formed by the Tone, Usune, nad Katashina Rivers. The fog in
the cold snowy mornings is caused by the difference between the

temperature of the air, and water.
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Numata Castle is located on one of the most famous river terraces in Japan. This terrace
was formed 100,000 — 200,000 years ago. It is over 80 meters tall and has a beautiful view.
The Numata family built Numata Castle in 1532. The Sanada family took over the castle in
1583, improved it, and built the town of Numata. But, in 1681, they left, and the castle was
demolished. In 1916 Taminosuke Kume purchased the land, and designated that there be a
park to preserve the historical monuments. He then donated this park, called Numata Park,

to provide the people with a place to rest, relax, and study.
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In 2018 we started a new research project about history and structure of Numata Castle.This
project is supported by Agency for Cultural Affairs Government of Japan, Gunma Prefecture,
a committee of archaeologists and historians. In 2019 we reported on past excavations and
conducted several surveys as follows. Topographic surveys, GPR(Ground Penetrating Radar),
and an excvation of the main enclosure of Numata Castle. As a result, we found vestiges of
pillars and many roof tiles, which show that Numata Castle certainly exists under Numata
Park.
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Goten-Sakura is one of the most famous trees in Numata City. It is over two hundred years
old. People call it Goten(which means lord’s house) Sakura because the tree lives in the
main enclosure of Numata Castle. Goten-Sakura is also unlike the other sakura in the area
that bloom at the end of March, because it is a higan-sakura that blooms in early spring,
and is an indicator that spring has come. The fully grown Goten-Sakura’s deep roots are
destroying the stone wall of Numata Castle, so a decision must be made to either keep the

tree, or the castle.
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