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In 1682, Numata Castle was demolished. In 1916 Taminosuke
Kume purchased the land, and designated that there be a park
to preserve the historical monuments. Now this park, called

Numata Park, provides us with pleasure in every season.

Azaleas bloom in May.
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In 2018 we started a new research project about the history and structure of Numata

Castle. This project is supported by Agency for Cultural Affairs Government of Japan,

Gunma Prefecture, and a committee of archaeologists and historians. In 2019 we

reported on past excavations and conducted several surveys as follows: topographic

surveys, GPR(Ground Penetrating Radar), and an excavation of the main enclosure

of Numata Castle. As a result, we found vestiges of pillars and many roof tiles, which

show that Numata Castle certainly exists under Numata Park.
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A committee of archaeologists and historians advises us
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In 2020 we conducted several surveys as follows: topographic surveys, GPR(Ground

Penetrating Radar), and an excavation of the moat of Numata Castle. As a result, we

found traces of a moat and many roof tiles that were dumped when Numata Caste was

destroyed in 1682. In addition, we found traces of a previously unknown moat which

shows an old part of Numata Castle that we didn't know.
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Topographic survey point on Shoho Shiroezu, illustrated map includes military information
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Roof tiles dumped in 1682
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Complete roof tiles
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Main enclosure of Numata Castle and excavation point 2020
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Cleaning roof tiles with water
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"Crop marks" formed by the different growth rates of crops over buried archaeological

features, and are best recorded from the air. After seeing the results of the GPR, we

observed the ground again. Then we noticed that there were slight crop marks. In fact,

there were slight traces that would not have been noticed without the results of the

GPR. There may still be traces of Numata Castle that we are not aware of.
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