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Numata Castle (Late 19th to early 20th century)
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Numata Castle Investigation Report

Summary

Overview of Numata Castle
Numata Castle was built by the Numata clan around 1532, and was called Kurauchi

Castle at this time. Around 1556~79, the Hojo clan of Sagami, the Uesugi clan of
Echigo, and the Takeda clan of Kai repeatedly vied for control of Numata.

In 1580, the Sanada clan under the Takeda clan took possession of the area, and from
then on, the castle came to be known as Numata Castle.

In 1597, Sanada Nobuyuki built a five-story keep. Its appearance is depicted in the
“Shoho Castle Map: Kozuke Province Numata Castle Map” created in 1644, and the
image of “Numata Castle with a five-story keep” is shared by many people today.

In 1681, the Sanada clan was punished by having their samurai status revoked and

Numata Castle was demolished in 1682.

Results of the investigation
The investigation revealed many new facts about Numata Castle.

1. The underground remains are well preserved.

2. The maintenance of Numata Castle by the Sanada clan took place three times.

3. The roof tiles used in the early period are the oldest in the Kanto region and were
influenced by the Oda-Toyotomi regime.

4. The main citadel underwent large-scale leveling, and the foundation stones of the
castle keep were found.

5. The remains of post holes for the remains of buildings were discovered in the main
citadel ruins.

6. The remains of a moat from the early period of Numata Castle were discovered.

7. The stonewalls were found to be constructed with an emphasis on appearance, and
some of them were found to be deformed.

8. The structure utilizing terrace cliffs was confirmed.

9. Ground Penetrating Radar investigated revealed the structure of the entire castle.

10. Part of the castle was compared with the “Shoho Castle Map” and it was confirmed

that there was no structural change.

11. Traces of the destruction of Numata Castle were discovered.

The Value of Numata Castle

Numata Castle was evaluated as valuable due to its importance as a geographical and

strategic stronghold during the Sengoku period(around 1467~1573), its excellent state

of preservation, and the discovery of ruins from the destruction of the castle.
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